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BOSTON TOWN AREA COMMITTEE    15 June 2011 
 
 
BRIEFING NOTE ON CENTRAL PARK PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS AND 
TOUR OF OPEN SPACES 
 
At the meeting of 16 March 2011, BTAC resolved to provide £20,000 funding 
from reserves to support improvements to Central Park, in particular for 
seating / picnic table provision, re-design of the former tennis courts and other 
quality improvements. 
 
Background: 
 
The Council developed an Improvement Plan for Central Park in 2010 in 
response to an overall recognition that the park has suffered from budget 
reductions in recent years which has lead to some areas looking substandard 
quality. 
 
A funding bid was successful at securing £40,000 from the Government’s 
Playbuilder fund, Lincolnshire Community Safety Partnership and the 
Council’s own maintenance budgets. This fund has been used to redesign the 
main play area for older children, young people and toddlers and provide new 
adult gym and fitness equipment around the park perimeter. The new 
equipment provides a Natural Play style environment with a cable runway/zip 
wire, nest swing, climbing frame, rocket activity net together with a number of 
new items of toddler play equipment. 
 
This major investment was supported by a number of smaller projects which 
have been successful at delivering overall quality improvements including, a 
wildlife area designed and created by pupils from John Fielding School, a 
community crocus planting scheme, creation of additional amenity areas and 
planting, additional fencing and improvements to the herbaceous border, the 
refurbishment of the aviaries and creation of the Grow4Life Community 
Growing Space. 
 
The Park had the official opening of the new facilities on 02 June 2011 
opened by the Worshipful the Mayor of Boston, with over 1,000 visitors 
attending the event. The event was supported by the Master Gardeners 
Scheme, Community Showcase, Boston Mayflower, Lincolnshire Police and 
Fire and Rescue and other community organisations. 
 
The Park Improvement Plan has provided a great opportunity for effective 
engagement with the community through consultation and active involvement. 
The plans have been well supported by the local community and we have 
obtained good publicity reflecting positively on our reputation. 
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BTAC Funding £20,000 
 
It was agreed that the additional BTAC funding would be put towards the 
following improvement projects: 
 

• Improved benches, seating and tables 

• Redecorate perimeter failings and gates 

• Replace signage 

• Repair the event space roadway entrance 

• Re design the remaining parts of the old tennis courts 

• Work with the Kiosk operators to provide healthy food choices 
 
The following progress has been achieved to date: 
 

• 5 out of the 6 Picnic tables / benches have been installed and they 
have proved extremely popular with young people and families now 
using these as their preferred space. This has helped us target litter 
problems as the bin provision in this area is good and the community 
atmosphere created enables better education and communication by 
park keepers. (Cost £600) 

• Quotes are being obtained for a Recycling Station to be installed in the 
new picnic area, the bins will be ‘see through’ in design to highlight 
recycling and support the Council’s overall recycling policy. 

• The park volunteers are in the process of redecorating the railings with 
a number of sections already completed. We are increasing the 
number of North Sea Camp volunteers in the park to provide greater 
capacity to undertake this work. (Cost – added value).  

• New signage is being designed, to include advertising the opening 
hours and reducing ‘signage litter’ by combining the important 
messages in a single sign to be strategically placed in the park. (Cost 
£1000 approximately). 

• A quotation has been requested from a specialist in ground 
reinforcement to provide a quote for repairing and upgrading the 
entrance to the event space, this will enable the space to be more fit for 
purpose and remove health and safety concerns. (Cost, £3,000 - 
£5,000 approximately) 

• The Parks Staff have designed a Victorian Garden to be installed in the 
remaining part of the old tennis courts, subject to approval. The 
principals around this space is to create a relaxing sensory garden 
space accessible for the whole community which will tie into the parks 
surrounding and the new Community Growing space. The design will 
build a quadrant pergola structure to provide height with a centre 
planter/obelisk/water feature. This will create 4 individual garden 
spaces each with specific planting, some being sensory planting to 
engage more fully with different disability groups. (Cost £10,000 
approximately). 

• The Kiosk is a commercial business, however, we will work with the 
current leasee or any new leasee to support the healthy choices  
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Recommendations 
 

1. BTAC are asked to consider approving the design for the old tennis 
courts area and to approve the expenditure on the other improvement 
items. 

2. BTAC are invited to attend a tour of Central Park to see the 
improvements and to view other Public Open Spaces/Play Areas to 
see improvements already made and planned and to assist in informed 
governance on these spaces.  


